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Introduction to the Upper Scioto
Watershed
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What happens when there Is too much
agricultural and urban growth in the
riparian zone?

Channelized stream

_ *No cover
: p ~*Eroded banks
*A good riparian zone with lots of
wver *In a field fertilizer could run

LS8 off into the stream
tream

er

Not much cover
‘pool
*Eroded banks

oL ots of sediment in the
stream
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Average QHEI and Land Use
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or urban, the QHEI score will decrease.

My hypothesi¥ was supported.
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A good riparian zone, such as a forest = a better habitat (QHEI)

A good habitat = A high diversity of fish and macroinvertebrates




Karissa’'s Hypothesis

Why?

Channelization (no meanders &
unwanted erosion)
Fertilizer/pesticide runoff
Animal wastes

Cover removed




Agricultural Land Use and IBI
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My research
supported that
substrate may
have affected

Time/Place the IBI at this
point.




IBl and ICI
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Kassie’s Conclusion
Some ICI| data unknown but:

* Hypothesis supported
 Most IBI scores were low

 There are reasons why the ICl and IBI
numbers are below average.

— Substrate
— Cover in the riparian zone




Prevention

Watershed Quality CAN be
Improved with your help!

Have your water tested
No till farming

Rotate crops

Observe & educate

Be conscious of pollution
Recycle

Restore the riparian zone

We only have a little bit
of the Earth’s water
available to us-
shouldn’t we try to
preserve it instead of
pollute it?
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